
 

 Track 3 offers attendees 

the opportunity to meet 

one-on-one with repre-

sentatives from Boeing, 

Northrop Grumman,     

L-3IOS/Brashear and 

Raytheon to discuss 

how they can integrate 

their technology into 

operational systems. 

Cindy Kaiser of AFRL is one 

of the featured speakers  

The afternoon session will fea-

ture the following tracks:  

 Track 1 focuses on hard-

ware and will include pres-

entations on optical engines 

 

 

 

The second annual AFRL/

SBIR technology confer-

ence will take place on 

Monday, August 16 from 

0730 to 1430 at the Kirt-

land Air Force Base Con-

ference Center (Building 

201). This workshop will 

provide attendees with ac-

cess to information on the 

latest technology as well as 

the opportunity to network 

with experts in the field.  

This year, there will be 

three simultaneous morn-

ing and afternoon tracks. 

The morning tracks are as 

follows: 

 Track 1 features port-

folio presentations by 

AFRL and SNL execu-

tives, including Cindy 

Kaiser of AFRL. 

 Track 2 offers atten-

dees the opportunity to 

meet one-on-one with 

government SBIR so-

licitation authors in 10-

minute intervals. 
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AFRL/SBIR technology workshop 
set for August 16 at Kirtland AFB 

as well as a presentation 

by Optimax, one of the 

countryôs largest optics 

manufacturers. 

 Track 2 focuses on IP 

licensing and provides an  

overview of  ITAR and its 

new regulations. 

 Track 3 focuses on firm-

ware and software and 

includes a presentation by 

Comet Solutions, an Al-

buquerque-based com-

pany that focuses on the 

use of simulation in the 

product-development 

process. 

The conference is free to all 

nmOptics and PACA mem-

bers and includes continental 

breakfast and lunch. For non-

members, the fee is $35.  

In order to have access to Kirt-

land AFB, please register as 

soon as possible.   

Openings  for presentations 

are still available. Call Ed 

Spivak at 280-5280. 

www.nmoptics.org/sbir.html  
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We thank the following 

sponsors for their  

continuing support: 

Leadership sponsor: 

Lockheed Martin  

Supporting sponsors: 

AED 

ATA 

The Boeing Company 

  CVI Melles Griot 

Menicucci Insurance 

Northrop Grumman  

Peacock Myers, PC 

Raytheon 

 

Whatõs New  

Up and Coming Events 
PACA Briefing for Industry 

August 16 to 18, 2010 

Hotel Albuquerque 

Albuquerque 

Evening reception:        

5 pm, August 16 

Description: Strategic  

planning and acquisition 

information from AFRL 

and federal organiza-

tions, with over 90 gov-

ernment decision makers 

in attendance. Network-

ing opportunities with 

over 300 fellow contrac-

tor decision makers. Full-

day sessions on Tuesday 

and Wednesday.  

http://bfi.pacanm.com 

 

SPIE Laser Damage 

September 26-29, 2010 

National Institute of 

Standards and Technol-

ogy, Building 1 

Boulder, CO  

Description: The annual 

symposium on Optical 

Materials for High Power 

Lasers is the leading fo-

rum for the exchange of in-

formation on the physics/

technology of materials for 

high power/high energy la-

sers.  

Registration deadline: For 

security reasons, all registra-

tions must be received by 

September 13, 2010. No 

online registrations accepted. 

www.spie.org 

Successful applicants 

may receive up to $3 mil-

lion over a three-year pe-

riod to research, develop 

and deploy new technologies.  

Mirrors on AFRL 

telescopes recoated   

For the first time, the pri-

mary mirrors on the De-

partment of Defenseôs 

largest telescopes have 

been recoated. AFRL  

operates the telescopes at 

the Starfire Optical Range 

at Kirtland AFB and the 

Advance Electro-Optical 

System installed on Maui. 

The surface of the mirrors 

were coated to 21 and 100 

nanometers, respectively, 

then coated with a thin re-  

$30 million in funding 

available for clean-

energy technologies 

Thirty-million dollars in 

DOE funding is now 

available to small busi-

nesses to support the 

commercialization of 

new clean-energy tech-

nologies. Small compa-

nies previously awarded 

Phase II grants through 

DOEôs SBIR or STTR 

programs are eligible. 

Projects that include de-

veloped technologies 

with a strong potential 

for commercialization 

that will impact U.S. manu-

facturing job creation are 

encouraged to apply.  

N E W  M E X I C O  O P T I C S  I N D U S T R Y  A S S O C I A T I O N  

flective aluminum layer. 

CNM offers new post-

degree certificate program 

CNM now offers a certifi-

cate program in Photonics 

Technology for those with 

an associateôs degree in elec-

tronics or a bachelorôs de-

gree in electronics, engineer-

ing, physics or related fields.  

Industries seeking skilled 

photonics employees include 

optics, telecommunications, 

aerospace, military, high-

tech manufacturing, health 

care, government and private 

research labs, among others.  

For more information, call 

224-3185 or email, photon-

ics@cnm.edu.   



Member News 

 

Boeing to base directed-

energy efforts in ABQ 

Recognizing New Mexicoôs 

importance as a hub for di-

rected energy, The Boeing 

Company will base all of its 

directed-energy and laser-

related work in Albuquerque. 

Currently, about 360 New-

Mexico-based Boeing em-

ployees work in the field and 

are based at the Air Force 

Research Laboratory at Kirt-

land Air Force Base.  

Michael Rinn, Boeingôs new 

vice president of Directed 

Energy Systems, expects for 

employment and economic 

development opportunities in 

directed energy to grow in 

Albuquerque over the next 

decade due to the federal 

governmentôs support for 

laser weapons.  

Among its work in develop-

ing laser weapons for the 

Department of Defense is the 

companyôs development of 

the High Energy Laser Tech-

nology Demonstrator (HEL 

TD). Travelling at the speed 

of light, the laser-beam sys-

tem is housed on a military 

truck and will improve war 

fighters ability to counter 

rocket, artillery and mortar 

projectiles. Other directed-

energy projects under devel-

opment include the airborne 

laser and a balloon-flown 

optical system that provides 

battle-zone surveillance for 

ground-based laser systems.  

www.boeing.com 

Lynore Abbott of CVI 

Melles Griot to lead ef-

forts in Greater China 

Lynore Abbott, director of 

marketing in the optics and 

photonics group for CVI 

Melles Griot, will lead the 

companyôs efforts in the 

Greater China region. In her 

additional role, Abbott will 

manage the companyôs Sin-

gapore facility and facilitate 

the execution of its Greater 

China market-development plan.  

ñThe Greater China region is 

very important to our growth 

in the next decade,ò said Stuart 

Schoenmann, CEO of CVI 

Melles Griot. ñAligning its 

reporting structure directly 

with the corporate offices in 

Albuquerque, will greatly 

benefit our customers in the 

region and facilitate our mar-

keting efforts and customer-

relationship management.ò   

Abbott has demonstrated 

strong leadership skills in 

rebranding the company after 

the acquisition of Melles 

Griot by CVI Laser in 2007, 

reconciling product lines and 

catalog offerings and opti-

mizing the marketing com-

munications department, 

Schoenmann said.                  

www.cvimellesgriot.com 

Boulder Imaging re-

leases Quazar v. 4.1 

Boulder Imagingôs 4.1 

version of its Quazar high 

performance digital video 

recording (HPDVR) plat-

form offers new capabili-

ties that focus on the ex-

pansion of video produc-

tion hardware and display 

capabilities.  

www.boulderimaging.com 

SPIE Engineering, Sci-

ence, Technology Pol-

icy Committee News  

Jim McNally, chairman of 

nmOptics, attended the 

SPIE Engineering, Science 

and Technology Policy 

(ESTeP) Committee meet-

ing on behalf of nmOptics. 

The key areas that SPIE is 

advocating at the federal 

level this year include: 

 Long-term federal fund-

ing for science and tech-

nology R&D  

 Robust SBIR funding 

 Additional funding for 

math/science education 

For more information, visit 

www.nmoptics.org. 

N E W  M E X I C O  O P T I C S  I N D U S T R Y  A S S O C I A T I O N  

P A G E  3  

 

Boeing will consolidate 

its directed-energy   

efforts in Albuquerque.  

Albuquerque-based  

Michael Rinn, vice presi-

dent of Directed Energy 

Systems at Boeing, ex-

pects that Albuquerque 

will benefit from new 

jobs and economic de-

velopment opportuni-

ties in directed energy 

over the next decade.  
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New Mexico Optics 

Industry Association 

851 University Blvd SE, Ste. 203 

Albuquerque, NM 87106 

505.270-5706, cell 

505.246.6219, fax 

www.nmoptics.org 

 

Please send story ideas, news items, 

and member news to 

jeanne@nmoptics.org. 

 

Member spotlight and more news 
Meyners + Company provides 

innovative financial solutions 

nmOptics member Meyners + 

Company is comprised of account-

ing and financial professionals dedi-

cated to presenting innovative finan-

cial solutions in the marketplace. The 

company provides the roadmap for 

business owners and individuals to 

accelerate profits, streamline effi-

ciency and protect their assets. Rec-

ognizing that its strongest asset is its 

team of professionals, Meyners + 

Company builds a culture that re-

wards and retains individuals who 

creatively contribute to the success 

of its clients.  

Its team of professionals offer an 

inventive, proactive approach, pro-

viding an eye for profit enhance-

ment, streamlined efficiencies, strate-

gic planning and the integration of 

advanced technologies for growing 

businesses.  

Our mission is to promote, connect 

and advocate for the optics/

photonics industry on both a local 

and national level. 

 

We promote the industry through 

conferences, education and legisla-

tive initiatives. Our goal is to in-

crease interest in high-tech careers 

in our local schools and to support 

our membership through our legis-

lative initiatives. 

 

We also connect companies, ven-

dors and businesses with an interest 

in the optics/photonics industry at 

our bimonthly meetings.  

 

Employing over 70 professionals, the 

company is centered in downtown 

Albuquerque. Its affiliation with the 

BDO Seidman Alliance, one of the 

largest accounting firms in the world, 

gives it a national reach with access 

to international resources and exper-

tise. www.meyners.com.    

ATA completes expansion and 

remodel of facility 

Applied Technology Associates 

(ATA) has completed its 26,000 

square-foot expansion. The newly 

expanded and remodeled facility 

houses a new satellite and payload 

assembly and integration and test site 

to support its efforts with the Air 

Force Research Laboratory, Sandia 

dia National Laboratories, aerospace 

primes and other government organi-

zations.  

ATA will host a formal ribbon-

cutting ceremony on Thursday, Au-

gust 19. Senator Jeff Bingaman will 

be the guest speaker; in addition, 

Congressman Heinrich and Mayor 

Berry will be in attendance.  

A precision measurement, sensing 

and controls company, ATA offers 

custom hardware solutions, engineer-

ing services and integration and test 

facilities/services to government, 

aerospace and commercial custom-

ers. The company recently celebrated 

its 35th anniversary as a New Mex-

ico Company. 

The company is located at 1300 Britt 

St. SE in Sandia Science & Technol-

ogy Park.  

www.aptec.com 
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